
November 2007   

“We are a network of successful REALTORS® empowering women to exercise their potential 
as entrepreneurs and industry leaders.” 

 

Next Business Network Meeting!! 
 

Wednesday, November 21st 11:00AM-2:00PM 

Three Flames Restaurant 
1547 Meridian Ave, SJ 

“Recovering Trust-Building Bridges” 
Lunch Speaker: Karen Matthews 
Past Presidents Appreciation Day 

Bring A Realtor® To Lunch!  

SANTA CLARA VALLEY CHAPTER OF THE WOMEN'S COUNCIL OF REALTORS® 

���������	
����  

Click Me! Click Me! 

THE WCR MISSION STATEMENT  

�
���������		 �

����
����
�
��������	
��
����������
�
���������	�
�
robert_konn@countrywide.com�

OFFICERS 2007 

����������������	�
�������	��������
�
���
���	������	����	���������
�
�������������

������������������������������� �

�
�����������
�� �
��������� �
�
��������	��	�����������
�
����	��������
 ����� ����!����������

��	���������� �
������������	�������������
�
���	������	����������
�
��������	����
�������������"���������
�

Click inside the box above to register for Lunch. 

WCR has MOVED to the 3 Flames Restaurant!!! 

"When It All Comes Together" 
    (Pat is stepping in for Katie Kane this month.) 

 
The last few weeks have been extremely busy for the Officers of our Chapter. In October we 
attended our State meeting in Anaheim. We are very proud to announce that Barbara Lym-
beris (Past President 2005) has been re-elected as a State Governor! Also, Janice Levin (Past 
President 2006) was elected as a State District Vice President (DVP). I had the opportunity 
to assist with the election by gather and counting the votes for the various offices.  We offer 
our congratulations to both Barbra and Janice! 
 
Our 2008 State Officers will be:  
President – Jeri Jorgenson 
President-Elect – Mike Riley 
Secretary – Barbara Safran 
Treasurer – Sherrie Souza 
 
The WCR National Conference will take place in Viva Las Vegas! from November 11 – 
15. Many of our Board members will be attending. This is a marvelous opportunity to find 
out what is happening at the national level. Several of our officers will be helping with WCR 
and NAR Committees or other areas where help is needed. Others will be taking the PMN 
classes that are offered. We will all be attending the Governing Board sessions, and network-
ing with REALTORS® from across the county. 
 
Our Planning Retreat was held at the Chaminade Conference Center October 28-29, with 
Bobbie Nelson, our current State President, as facilitator. This retreat is held for the purpose 
of planning for the upcoming year. Our members who are actively involved learn more 
about the Women’s Council of REALTORS®, and how they can assist the 
chapter as a Chair or committee member. It was a great success.  
 
For those of you who did not attend the 5th Annual Networking Xtravaganza held at the 
Marriot Hotel on October 17th, I would like to report that it was a huge success! Over 200 
people attended, and heard the keynote speeches given by Colleen Badagliacco (President of 
CAR), Dixie Garr, VP (retired Cisco Systems and Dr. Oscar Gonzales President of The Gon-
zales Group. The response to this event was tremendous, and we are all looking forward to 
our next program!   
 
For our November 21st business luncheon, Karen Mathews will be speaking on “Recovering 
Trust—Rebuilding Bridges”. This is also Past Presidents Appreciation Day and we will be 
distributing our donations to the three charitable organizations that we support. I’m looking 
forward to seeing you all there!!  
 
I would also like to encourage you to save the date (December 5th) for our 2008 Officer 
Installation and Holiday Luncheon. Registration forms for sponsors and attendees are avail-
able on the chapter website, www.wcrsv.org. It is going to be a wonderful event! 
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Make the right move -- choose IPX1031nvestment 
Property Exchange Services, Inc.  

(IPX1031) provides the knowledge, security, and cre-
dentials necessary to help you close any kind of 1031 
exchange, including the most complex tax deferred ex-

changes, such reverse or improvement exchanges, multiple asset, or personal property exchange. All exchange 
funds are secured by a $100 Million dollar fidelity bond, E&O insurance and an unconditional written third 
party guarantee on each transaction. IPX 1031 is the only qualified intermediary with a dedicated reverse and 
improvement exchange division.    Call Ron Ricard at 408-483-1031 to start your exchange today. 
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 The Fed Cuts Rates and Mortgages Rise  

                                                 Since 1969, Countrywide has helped millions of American 
families realize the dream of homeownership. Our long-
term experience in helping consumers manage what is 

probably their single most important asset provides us with the special insight needed to help consumers effec-
tively reach their financial goals.  We have a commitment to build long-lasting, productive relationships with 
our customers and business partners. Whether you want to purchase or refinance a home, or just get some ex-
tra cash, Countrywide is here to help put the financial power of home ownership to work for you.  
Contact: Theresa Allen, Willow Glen, 408-283-7427 

So the Federal Reserve cut rates again. Many mortgage applicants are calling their mortgage representative 
and expecting a lower interest rate. Others who have been waiting to refinance are puzzled as to why mortgage rates have not moved lower during recent  Fed 
rate cut. In fact mortgage rates are now a little higher than they 
were before the Fed began cutting rates  in September. This is difficult to explain to many consumers who have watched a .5% reduction by the Fed with no 
benefit in mortgage rates. 
 
Is a Fed rate cut really good news for mortgage rates? The facts may be surprising. The Fed can only control the Discount Rate and the Fed Funds Rate. This is 
very different from mortgage rates. A mortgage rate can be in effect for 30-years, a rate that is set by the Fed can change from one day to another. 
 
Another common mistake is in thinking that 30-year Treasury bonds or 10-year Treasury notes are directly pegged to mortgage rates. 
 
Those are government securities that are backed by the full faith and credit of the U.S. government and have no direct effect on mortgage rates. 
 
So what are mortgage rates based on? As it turns out the answer is mortgage-backed bonds known as Mortgage Backed Securities (MBS). Bonds issued by 
Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac (MBS) and the trading performance of those bonds will determine the direction of mortgage rates. Finding the catalyst that 
causes mortgage bonds to move will give you the keys to finding out what makes mortgage rates rise or fall. 
 
We know that inflation will always be a negative for any long-term bond because it eats away at the future returns. Since the bond will pay a set amount over a 
long period of time, that amount will be less valuable if inflation is high. 
 
As bond prices rise, interest rates fall. As bond prices fall, interest rates rise.  
 
As the Stock Market moves higher, bond prices move lower causing interest rates to rise. As the Stock Market  declines, mortgage bonds benefit, causing 
mortgage rates to fall. Additionally, and unlike common opinion, Fed rate cut have had virtually no direct effect on mortgage rates. Moreover, it appears that 
since Fed rate cuts act to stimulate the Stock Market, they have a negative effect on mortgage rates. 
 
The bottom line is that it appears mortgage rates will get better if the Stock Market sells off and will get worse if the Stock Market rallies. So it is not necessar-
ily what the Fed does that affects mortgage rates, it's how the Nasdaq and broader stock market interprets the Fed's action that will ultimately influence the 
direction of mortgage rates. This is because money managers and mutual fund companies typically keep funds in either stocks or bonds with very little in cash. 
If stocks are in favor, money is pulled from bonds, causing bond prices to drop and interest rates to rise. When stocks are being sold off, the money is then 
parked into bonds, which improves bond prices and causes interest rates to decline. 
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Washington Mutual's brand promise and higher purpose is to 
provide "great value with friendly service for everyone." We 
are dedicated to providing a unique and valuable service to the 
REALTOR® community as a sponsor of the Santa Clara Valley 

Chapter of the Women's Council of REALTORS® for 2007.  Please contact any of your fellow Washington 
Mutual WCR members for information on any of our loan programs. We look forward to working with each of 
you in 2007! 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  
 
 

AFFILIATE OF THE MONTH!  
Margaret Baggerly 

 
 
 
 
 
Karlene was born in San Francisco and raised in 
Redwood City. She has been a licensed REAL-
TOR® since 1981. In 1988, she became a mem-
ber of WCR. Karlene was our 2003 Chapter 
Treasurer. Over the years, she has chaired and 
worked on several committees. After climbing 
the officer’s ladder, she was the 1993 President 
of our chapter. In 1994, she was REALTOR® of 
the Year. Karlene feels her WCR experience pre-
pared her for leadership, which she used in man-
aging two real estate offices. She is currently a 
REALTOR® at Realty World-Wanda Klor and 
Associates in San Jose. Still supporting WCR, 
she has served as the State’s Credentials Chair. 
She has also served as a CAR Director. She also 
enjoys golf, bridge, and lots of traveling. She is 
also a proud Grandma and visits her son, daugh-
ter-in-law, and grandson, Sebastian in San Fran-
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Technology Credit Union is a member-owned, full-service finan-
cial provider that has offers services to technology professionals 
and their families, as well as individuals who work, live, go to 

school or regularly worship in Santa Clara, Alameda, and San     
Mateo counties. Tech CU began in 1960 and is now among the top 
1% of the nation's largest credit unions.  

 
With more than $1 billion in assets, and six full-service branches in the Silicon Valley, Tech CU is a leader in the credit union in-
dustry.  

For more information, please visit www.techcu.com. 

REALTOR® OF THE MONTH!  
Warren Winsness 

Warren Winsness, a longtime industry volunteer 
and leader, is serving as President of the Santa 
Clara County Association of REALTORS® for 
2007. His one-year tenure began on  Jan. 1, 
2007.  
Warren has served in different capacities at 
SCCAOR, including as President-Elect in 2006 
and Treasurer in 2005. He has also served as 
Chair of the Finance Committee, the Housing 

Opportunity Committee and the Education Committee. He has 
been on the Board of Directors and the Executive Committee since 
2003. He will continue working with SCCAOR in 2008 as a Di-
rector. 
 
Warren was honored with the SCCAOR President’s Choice Award 
in 2005, and the SCCAOR Volunteer of Year Award in 2003.  
 
Warren began his real estate career with Contempo Realty in 1989. 
Four years later, he became broker/owner of Winsness Realty. 
Warren specializes in residential real estate sales, mortgage loans 
and property management. Warren holds nine professional certifi-
cations and designations – ABR, AHWD, ALHS, CRS, ePRO, 
GRI, RECS, RRC and SRES.  
 
He enjoys traveling internationally with his wife, Catherine, and 
can be seen bicycling on the roadways of Santa Clara County.  

 
  

Tuesday, November 6, 
Final New Member Orientation of 2007 

 
Please join us on Tuesday at the Campbell Chicago  
Title Branch located at 1374 Hamilton Ave. The meet-
ing is scheduled 9:00am - 10:30 am. The purpose of the 
program  is to provide: a consistent understanding of 
the purpose of the Women’s Council of REALTORS®, 
an overview of services available to members, and an 
opportunity to meet other members and to network with 
the general members and Line Officers. 
 
A light breakfast will be served. We look forward to 
seeing all of you there. 

Margaret Baggerly, CEO of Magnifi-
cent Gifts, has built her business by pro-
viding unique and award winning prod-
ucts to make her clients stand out from 
the crowd.  She is a strong believer in 
building strong personal relationships 
with her  
clients as well as within the community. 
Margaret is proud to be a member of the 
Women's Council of Realtors, and has 

demonstrated her support and commitment with her ongo-
ing sponsorships at numerous monthly luncheons, mixers, and 
special events.   She has also set up a program to raise funds 
for WCR by tracking member sales and donating 10% back to 
the chapter each quarter.  Margaret is looking forward to a 
more active role with WCR in 2008! 

Save the Date! 
Wed. December 5th 11:00—2:00 

Holiday Installation  
Of  

2008 WCR Board 
San Jose Doubletree Hotel 

2050 Gateway Place 
San Jose, CA   
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HELD @ SCCAOR UNLESS 
NOTIFIED 
1651 N. First Street  
San Jose, Ca 95112      (408) 445-8500 

HELD @ THREE FLAMES 
UNLESS NOTIFIED 
1547 Meridian Avenue 
San Jose, Ca 95125   (408) 269-3133 
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SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 
BOARD OF DIRECTOR MEETINGS  

 
JANUARY 8, 2007 
Board of Directors meeting 1-3 PM 
  
FEBRUARY 20, 2007 
Board of Directors meeting 1-3 PM 

 
MARCH 19, 2007 
Board of Directors meeting 1-3 PM  

APRIL 16, 2007 
Board of Directors meeting 1-3 PM  

MAY 14, 2007 

Board of Directors meeting 1-3 PM 

JUNE 18, 2007 
Board of Directors meeting 1-3 PM  

JULY 16, 2007  
Board of Directors meeting 1-3 PM  

AUGUST 13, 2007  
Board of Directors meeting 1-3 PM  

SEPTEMBER 17, 2007  
Board of Directors meeting 1-3 PM 

OCTOBER 15, 2007  
Board of Directors meeting 1-3 PM  

NOVEMBER 19, 2007 
Board of Directors meeting 1-3 PM 

DECEMBER 3, 2007 
Board of Directors meeting 1-3 PM 

  
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

BUSINESS NETWORK PROGRAMS  & 
EVENTS 
March 14—11:30 am-2:00pm 
Generations Mini-Workshop 
Location: First American Title  
 
March 21, 2007 - 11:00 am – 1:30 pm 

Speaker:  Mailana Mavromatis, 
Sponsors– State Farm Insurance 
 
April 18, 2007 - 11:00 am – 1:30 pm       
Affiliate Appreciation                     
Speaker:   SCCAOR Update 
Sponsors– Magnificent Gifts 
 
May 3, 2007—11:00 am—2:00 pm                     
Annual Fashion Show  
Location :Doubletree Hotel 
 
May 29, 2007  Membership Mixer 
Location: TBA 
 
June 20, 2007- 11:00 am – 1:30 pm  
Speaker:  Maria Valentin—Diversity 
Sponsors– Tech CU/Magnificent Gifts 
           
 July 18, 2007 - 11:00 am – 1:30 pm     
Speaker: Ron Ricard—Wealth Building 
& Asset Mgmt for REALTORS

®
and  

Clients 
Sponsors-Chase Home Finance 
 
July 26, 2007 Debbie Rodgers PMN Class 
Location: SCCAOR 
 
August 15, 2007 - 11:00 am – 1:30 pm 
Speaker: DA Dolores Carr-Real Estate 
Scams and Loan Fraud 
Sponsors-Magnificent Gifts 
 
August 22, 2007 Membership Mixer 
Location: TBA 
 
September 19, 2007 2007 Chapter Board 
Elections                                           
Speaker: Bay Area Mayors Panel- 
Growing Santa Clara Country 
Sponsors—Magnificent Gifts/The Fixit- 
Team 

 
September 27, 2007 –10:00am –11:00am 
Safety Class for REALTORS® 

Location: Old Republic Title 
 
October 17, 2007 - 9:00 am – 2:00 pm     
Net -X 
Location: Marriott Hotel-Santa Clara  
 
November 6th  Membership Mixer  
Location: Chigaco Title 
 
November 21, 2007 - 11:00 am – 1:30 pm 
Past Presidents Appreciation Day           
Annual Charity Award Ceremony                        
Bring a teen or adult gift donation                                                      
Speaker:  Karen Mathews - Recovering 
Trust - Building Bridges 
Sponsors – Tech CU/Magnificent Gifts 
 
December 5, 2007  11:00 am – 2:00 pm  
Installation and Holiday Luncheon 
Location: Doubletree Hotel                                         
                                                                                             

JANUARY 14-16 STATE MEETING 
Monterey, California 

April 13-15 Mega-Networking Conference 
Ft. Lauderdale, FL 

MAY 17-20 NATIONAL  MEETING  
Washington, DC 

JUNE 3-5 STATE MEETING 
Sacramento, California 

JULY 13-15 Women’s Wealth-Building 
Conference                                             
Newport Beach, California 

SEPTEMBER 28-29 Chaminade Retreat 

OCTOBER 6-8 STATE MEETING     
Anaheim, California 
 
NOVEMBER 12-16  NAT’L MEETING   
Las Vegas, Nevada 
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                           Our newsletter is being edited by: 
 

Karen Negrete 
Transform Your Home 

Staging, Consulting, and Design 
 

                O: 408.347.8952 
                 C: 408.858.1078 

karen@xformyourhome.com                                                                 
www.xformyourhome.com 

 

 
You can see your ad  

next month in the Newsletter  
for as little as $700.00 for a 1/4 page ad  

for the year, 
or purchase a Business Card size ad  

for $350.00 for the year. 
 

If you are interested in placing an ad, 
please contact  

Rene Camello at  
408-271-6172 
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Tips To Give Your Listings An Edge Over The Competition 
 
Wow, the housing market is certainly interesting from a 
stager’s perspective.  What can you, as Realtors® do to 
give your listings that extra edge? 
 
 
· Scout out the competition and see how well their 

house shows and “do one better”.  Sometimes you 
can change the feel of the a room by simply painting 
it a different color. Neutral colors are always good 
but may not have the “wow” factor.  Consider going 
with a darker neutral color with a lighter trim. 

 
· Get new door and cabinet hardware. New doorknobs 

and cabinets pulls are like getting a hair cut. You 
know that something is different but you don’t know 
what it is. Plus the change gives the house an updated 
look. 

 
· Bring the outdoors in. Cut branches in varying 

lengths and stick them in a vase.  Better still, encour-
age your sellers to buy indoor plants. Plants have a 
calming effect and adds to a homey environment.  

 
· The biggie that all Realtors® know is get rid of the 

clutter and all personal effects.  As difficult as it may 
be, also gently ask your sellers to remove all religious 
items. Buyers have been known to have a negative 
reaction to religious items and reject a house for that 
reason alone. 

 
· Last and most importantly, the ideal house will show 

like a model home so when in doubt, have your sell-
ers to see a model house to get a better idea of what 
they should be doing to improve the way their house 
shows.  
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Property I.D., founded in 1976, created what is now known as the natural hazard 
disclosure industry.  From its development of Geographic Information Systems, 
used to pinpoint the proximity of officially mapped Federal, State and Local haz-
ards, to its introduction of hazard disclosure reports, Property I.D. has established 
itself as the benchmark against which all other disclosure companies measure them-
selves today.  Property I.D. offers the Mandatory Disclosure Program Report, the 
Environmental Report and is the only authorized provider of the C.L.U.E. Risk 
Only Report to the real estate community. Call us at 1-800-626-0106 or visit us on 
the web at www.propertyid.com.   
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